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Dear Parents, 

 School attendance is essential to academic success, but too often students, parents, and 

schools do not realize how quickly absences- excused as well as unexcused- can add up to 

academic trouble.  Chronic absence—missing 10% of the school year, or just 2-3 days every 

month can translate into third graders being unable to master reading, fifth graders failing 

courses, and ninth-graders dropping out of school.  

Did you know? 

A student’s attendance in September (start of school) can, in most cases, be a good 

predictor of a chronic absenteeism through ought the year. 

A study conducted by Baltimore Education Research consortium offers some staggering 

statistics. The study found a small proportion of students (12.6%) who missed fewer than 2 days 

in September went on to miss fewer than two days per month and over the year were absent an 

average of 10 days.  

 In contrast, nearly half (49.5%) of those missing 2 to 4 days in September went on to 

miss 2 to 3 days each month, totaling 25 days for the year, and 87.8% of students absent for more 

than 4 days in September missed and average of 6 to 9 days each month, leading to a total of 70 

days on average for the school year. 

In other words….. 

 

 

 

 

Be a part of the TEAM for 2018-2019—“THERE IS NO “I” IN TEAM!” 

Hazlehurst Elementary School will be joining this year’s campaign and rewarding weekly 

incentives for perfect attendance weekly and for the entire month of September.  Scholars will 

receive certain incentives based on their attendance.  

Attendance Awareness 2018 Activities: 

September 7, 2018-“Team up for Attendance-“Kick-Off”-ALL Scholars will be allowed to 

wear a t-shirt that represents their favorite sports team with uniform bottoms. 

September 14, 2018- scholars who have perfect attendance for the previous week will receive a 

sweet treat and a weekly Perfect Attendance Certificate. 

September 22, 2018- Scholars who have perfect attendance from the previous week will receive 

a Jean Pass and a weekly perfect attendance certificate. 

September 28, 2018- Scholars who have perfect attendance for the month will receive a uniform 

free pass and the class with the best attendance will be awarded a pizza party.   

Students who missed fewer than 2 days in 

September continued to average fewer 

than 2 days absent each month.  

AND… 

Students who missed 2 to 4 days in 

September were 5 times more likely than 

those who missed fewer than 2 days to be 

chronically absent for the year.  


